Finding Someone to Mentor (July 2010)

by Tom Parrish
Pray for someone.  This should be an obvious first step.  But sometimes we get ahead of ourselves.  So pray for these two issues: 




Ask God to bring you someone.  







Ask for open eyes, ears, and hearts.
Analyze your transferable gifts and talents.  Everyone has gifts and talents.  We each have something we have learned that we could teach to someone else.  So take a moment to think about your gifts and talents.  Are you good at woodworking?  Maybe you can sew.  Do you have good study habits?  Maybe you enjoy sports or cooking.  God has gifted us each differently.  And sharing these gifts is an easy way to begin a mentoring relationship. 
Go to where you can meet a mentee.  Start to really listen to people.  When you hear someone begin to share about “I wish I could…” or “Growing up I never had the opportunity to…”, you can begin to view this as an opportunity for mentorship.  Perhaps you are already able to help meet that need.  Or perhaps it is an opportunity for you to learn alongside of that person as well.  Mentorship is a great way to develop, study, discover, and understand all sorts of things.
Remember: Mentoring is like fishing.  Rarely do the fish jump into the boat.  Rarely do they bite on the first lure you put into the water.  Mentoring, like fishing, demands time and strategy.  Persistence is the key!

Jesus said: “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”
